COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI

December 18, 2020

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI, STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2020,
BEGINNING AT 9:05 A.M., WITH CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the Maui County Council regular Council meeting of
December 18, please come to order.

Now, Members, before we do roll call, I'd like to wish all of you Happy Holidays and
welcome our special guests on this special occasion for Mr. Hokama. The morning
greeting will be shukran. Shukran means peace be upon you.

Okay. Ms., Madam Chair, please, Madam Clerk, please proceed.

COUNTY CLERK KATHY L. KAOHU: Chair, we'll proceed with the roll call.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS G. RIKI HOKAMA, NATALIE A. KAMA,
KELLY T. KING, MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR
KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

EXCUSED: NONE.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning again. And just for our guests' information, we have our County
covered. We're coming to you from every corner of the County, so just to let you know.
Most of us are in our districts, and we're very happy, we've been operating this way for
about seven months now. And, you know, | think we have it down most of the time.

Alright. Shall we proceed? Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, there are nine Members present. And a quorum is present to
conduct the business of the Council.



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maui
December 18, 2020
Page 2

Also present today with us at the meeting is myself, County Clerk Kathy Kaohu; Deputy
County Clerk James Krueger; and Legislative Division staff Joyce Murashige, Lauren
Saldana, and Dell Yoshida.

Joining the meeting from the Department of Corporation Counsel is Corporation
Counsel Moana Lutey, and First Deputy Corp. Counsel Richelle Thomson.

CHAIR LEE: Opening remarks this morning will be done by Councilmember Kelly King.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Kelly King.

CHAIR LEE: Member King, thank you for that beautiful message. Now, everyone, please
join me in reciting our Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Members. So, before we proceed with today's agenda, may | please
request that everyone keep their microphones muted unless it is your turn to speak.
Decorum shall be maintained at all times.

And Members, if there are no objections, | would like to request changes to today's
agenda. First, | would like to take testimony on all items together. And second, | would
like to move our ceremonial resolution for Councilmember Hokama to the end of the
agenda. Are there any objections?

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.

CHAIR LEE: So, ordered. Okay, so before taking testimony, | would like to inform the public
that | will be asking to postpone our ceremonial resolution for the ‘Imi Pono Challenge.

Ms. Clerk, please proceed with the testimony for our resolution, our first, well, our only
ceremonial resolution. Madam Clerk.
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COUNTY CLERK: Chair--
CHAIR LEE: We, we have two guests from NACo. And we also have the Mayor attending.

COUNTY CLERK: Yes. One moment please.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN TESTIMONY

MR. MATT CHASE, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES:

Madam Chair, can you hear us?
CHAIR LEE: Yes. Madam Clerk, can you announce the testifiers please?
COUNTY CLERK: First to testify is Mr. Matt Chase.

MR. CHASE: Aloha. Thank you very much. Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you to the
distinguished Maui County board. | want to give another thanks to Councilmember
King, who introduced me to Henry Kapono a few years ago. And throughout this
pandemic, whenever my family is down, we just turn on the iPod and listen to Henry
and we're, our spirits are lifted. So, thank you for that great gift that you gave us a
couple years ago.

It is an honor on behalf of the National Association of Counties, I'm joined by our NACo
President Judge Gary Moore from Kentucky, to recognize a second generation NACo
leader. Councilmember Hokama has been a fierce advocate for Maui County, his own
island within the County, but also the Hawaii State Association of Counties and all of
America's counties. He has been just a fearless advocate at the national level, who is
really focused on the fundamental building blocks for a prosperous, equitable nation
down to the individual county neighborhood and even family level.

During his time as President of NACo, he really focused on the importance of mobility
and transportation, and the need to invest in our nation's infrastructure, so that places
like Hawaii and all of America's counties can compete in the global economy. But he's
also been very impactful in early childhood development and Head Start and really
focusing on making sure that everybody has access to livable wages.

But most importantly is the aloha spirit that he brought to our nation's counties and this
very divided nation. He always brought dignity, and respect, and civility at a time when
that's a really cherished trait. He's also been an incredible advocate for America's rural
counties and those that are smaller populations. And as was alluded to earlier, he's
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always made sure that NACo gets a return on investment for every county dollar spent,
that he is always a great steward of public resources.

So, | would just like to extend our appreciation from the National Association of
Counties. And a hui, a hui hou.

CHAIR LEE: Very good, Matt. Thank you. Are there any, are there any questions for the
testifier? If not, thank you very much for joining us this morning, Matt.

Now, we, Madam Clerk, can we have the next testifier, please?
COUNTY CLERK: Our next testifier is Judge Moore. And Mr. Moore will be followed by Don
Couch.

JUDGE GARY MOORE, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES:

Thank you very much. And it's an honor to be a part of your all's meeting today. And
it is such a, an exciting time for us. We're sad to be, be acknowledging that one of our
great leaders at NACo is going to be exiting here in just a few days. But | would like
to speak to Riki Hokama's, his leadership.

| would not have dreamed when | entered NACo and becoming active in the National
Association of Counties that | would ever be NACo president. But watching him serve
and learning from him and others about how to be a leader, | love his calm confident
leadership style. And what he has delivered through the years, to me and to many of
my associates has, has just been wonderful. | too am an advocate for transportation
and mobility. And | love the fact that during his year as NACo president, that was the
key, that was his main goal as NACo president, and | carry on that tradition today.

So, also in the aloha spirit, | want to thank former NACo president Riki Hokama for
everything he's done for NACo, for counties, and for me personally. And | wish you
much happiness and success in your retirement and whatever you do from here
forward. So, thank you and God bless.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you very much, Judge. Are there any questions for the testifier? If not,
thank you very much for joining us and hope to see you soon.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Madam, Madam Chair, if | may, because | know Judge
Moore, President Moore and Mr. Chase going to leave the meeting shortly. | just want
to show you something. Matt, thank you for sending this to, all the way to Maui. | want
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all of my colleagues and the Chair to notice what NACo really thinks of me, Members.
Guys, can you see this?

CHAIR LEE: Oh, very good.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: It's a NACo rock guitar.
CHAIR LEE: Beautiful.

MR. CHASE: That's for being a rock star.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you so much, Judge. Thank you so much, Matt and
to all our NACo ohana. Thank you.

MR. CHASE: Mahalo.

JUDGE MOORE: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Aloha.

MR. CHASE: Aloha.

JUDGE MOORE: Aloha.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair, | have a question.

CHAIR LEE: Madam Clerk. Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, our next testifier is Mr. Don Couch. Mr. Don Couch will be followed

by Councilmember-Elect Gabe Johnson.

MR. DON COUCH:

Aloha, Chair. And good morning, Councilmembers. It's a pleasure to be here to testify
on behalf of the ceremonial resolution for Riki Hokama. I've known Riki for--

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Can you turn your video on?
MR. COUCH --a long time.
CHAIR LEE: Don. Don. Don.
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MR. COUCH: Yea.

CHAIR LEE: Can you click on your video? We, we can hear you. Oh, there you go, okay.
Great.

MR. COUCH: There we go. Okay. I've known Riki for a long time. Prior to me being on the
Council, | worked with him while | was in the Administration. His 20 years on the
Council is, was very, very heartfelt. He always had the people of Maui in mind when
he was on the Council. He was, as Matt and Judge Moore mentioned, he was a budget
hawk. He is very fiscally conservative. And sometimes we, you know, clashed heads
a little bit. But whatever the result of the budget was, was because he had the fiscal
health of Maui County and the people of Maui County in mind.

Prior to his years on the Council, he, a lot of people don't know that he was on the
Constitutional Convention in 1978. He's been responsible for a lot of what's in our
State Constitution, and we can thank him for that. And as Matt and Judge Moore said,
he put Maui and the State of Hawaii on the radar at NACo. Prior to that, it's just, you
know, that was that place over there over the ocean. But him becoming the president
of NACo has really, really helped out Maui County for sure. We got a lot of IT stuff
done differently because of his leadership at NACo. And he's always been a mentor
to me when | was in, on Council and in NACo. And above all of that, he was always
fun to hang out with, especially out in DC. He knew the place.

So, Member Hokama, it's been a pleasure serving with you. It's been a pleasure
working with you in the Administration side. And you've taught me a lot. And hope to
see you around. And by the way, Council, and for future Councils too, the man has
huge, huge memory, memory of an elephant. He knows why things were done 20,
30 years ago. And | know he's brought it up, when | was on Council. And I've seen
him bring it up at some of your Council meetings too, to remind people why we did
things, what, the way we did it and the history. This, this County is built on history.
And keep that in mind. If you have any questions, always go back to him because he's
got it up here.

So, Member Hokama, it's been a pleasure and | look forward to working with you at
other times as much as you can. Aloha and Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays to
everybody. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: And same to you, Don. Are there any questions for the testifier? If not, thank
you, Don.

Madam Clerk.
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COUNTY CLERK: Yes, Chair. We have a special guest that just showed up, so we're going
to ask if Counciimember-Elect Johnson can hold on his testimony so that we can have
Mayor Victorino testify.

CHAIR LEE: Okay.

MAYOR MICHAEL VICTORINO:

Aloha and Mele Kalikimaka to all of you. 1 want to first of all say congratulations to all
of you on your re-election and good luck in the next term. And you have my assurances
that we will continue to try to work very closely, especially in these austere times.

And let's talk about austere times. Riki and | go back long enough to understand, and
like you, Alice, all of these difficult times that this County has faced because of
downturns in the economy. But Riki has always been a real steadfast in understanding
what needs to be done and how best to approach it. He also taught me a lot about
what bonding and financial standing meant when you did your financials. And so, the
budget had to be set up at a certain way with certain areas being met, because if we
wanted that good rating like we just got this past year with a 1.99 rating for our
$75 million bond issuance, you know, it was a lot of work that Riki taught me and people
like Scott and others how to handle this and how to approach it.

One of the biggest things | thought Riki gave me was, and this County, was the fiscal
prudence and the fiscal where all to go and make things work. And that's why this
County is renowned in the State as the strongest County fiscally in all of the State of
Hawaii. And I'm proud to say Riki contributed an awful lot.

What also Riki brought to the table was the ability to work with the national leadership,
not only with NACo, but senators, and representatives, and different department
heads, and secretaries of commerce. And people that | met through him, that they
were, they really respected Riki, they knew what Riki meant and what Riki was talking
about. And he taught us a lot of that.

He gave me an opportunity to be the Chair of the Rural Action Caucus, which | really
appreciated that opportunity. It gave me a lot of insight in how other States struggle
with their budgeting and municipalities, especially small municipalities and how they
operate.
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For all of us, we're going to miss him. We're going to miss his fiscal advice. But he's
not going to go far. Just to let you know, he will be coming and entering into our Land
Management Division and he will be helping us in that area. | figure, why let something
like him go, with all that experience and knowledge? You know, we're going to keep
him around. So, if you thought you were not going to see Riki around, eh, sorry guys,
he's going to be around helping. And | think his experience, knowledge, as well as his
ability to give us a big picture both nationally as well as statewide and his connections
will be a big asset to continue here in Maui County.

So, to Riki, Mele Kalikimaka. Good luck to you my friend. We'll see you soon. To all
of you again, have a great holiday season, God bless you all, and aloha.
CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Aloha to you, and blessings, and best wishes.
MAYOR VICTORINO: So, may | now give him the lei?
CHAIR LEE: Pardon me?
Okay. Now, shall we proceed, Madam Clerk?

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, our next testifier is Councilmember-Elect Gabe Johnson.

MR. GABE JOHNSON:

Aloha. I'm Gabe Johnson. And | would like to testify on the ceremonial resolution
"EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO COUNCILMEMBER RIKI HOKAMA".
Democracy works well when we have different ideas and beliefs, and the good one's
percolate to the top. | have had great debates with Counciimember Hokama
throughout the years and I've always felt that even though we have had our differences,
we've both been very respectful. And | thank Councilmember Hokama for, for that,
and | wish him the best in his future endeavors.

Although we've had many interesting debates through the years, we have one, we
have had one common ground or one pillar, and that's the love of Lanai that we both
share. You can tell by Councilmember Hokama's words is that he has a passion for
the island of Lanai. And |, | too, | appreciate his love of Lanai.

Riki has been in office for many years, and that has given him great institutional
knowledge. And, and as a constituent of his, I've always felt that the door has always



Regular Meeting of the Council of the County of Maui
December 18, 2020
Page 9

been open for, to his office, so | would go in and ask him. And he would give me the,
the lowdown on why the County does what it does. So, he's been great in his, in his
institutional knowledge and he's willing, willing to share it and | appreciate that.

| look forward to talking with Riki and continue to learn from such an experienced
legislator. He is a legend among legends. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Councilmember-Elect Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thanks, Gabe.

CHAIR LEE: Are there any questions for the testifier? If not, thank you. Aloha.
Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, that concludes our testifiers for the ceremonial resolution.

And moving forward to, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items.
I'd like to recall; the members of the public may testify by connecting to the Council's
online meeting by phone or video conference through the information posted on today's
agenda.

Individuals connected by phone are currently on mute and will be unmuted when it is
their time to testify. Individuals connected by videoconference should keep both their
video and microphones muted and should unmute when it is their time to testify.

Testimony is limited to the items listed on the agenda. And individuals may testify for
three minutes per item. When testifying, please state your name and the name of any
organization you represent, as well as the items on which you will be testifying. Please
also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

After your testimony has concluded, please disconnect from BlueJeans. Once the
testimony period is closed, only the Councilmembers, staff, and designated resource
persons will be connected to the meeting. All other individuals will be disconnected
and may view the remainder of the meeting on Akaku Channel 53 or on
mauicounty.legistar.com. Individuals may also be disconnected from the meeting at
any time for breaking decorum.

Chair, our first person to testify is Jan Shishido. And Jan will be followed by Jeny
Bissell.
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MS. JAN SHISHIDO, Maui Coalition for Drug-Free Youth (testifying on Committee
Report 20-162):

Good morning.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning.

MS. SHISHIDO: Shukran, Council Chair Alice Lee. Season's Greetings and Happy Holidays,
Councilmembers. And | wanted to just give a shoutout also to Councilmember Riki
Hokama. And thank you for your leadership and your service all these years. But it
sounds like we'll still going to, you're still going to be around, so we'll see you around.

My name is Jan Shishido and | am the Vice-Chair for the Maui Coalition for Drug-Free
Youth. I'm a community member, a parent, and a longstanding advocate for our youth.
I'm speaking on behalf of the social host ordinance establishing a new Chapter 9.40,
agenda item CR 20-162.

| really appreciate Corporation Counsel and Prosecuting Attorney for their collaboration
efforts to maintain language of the intent of the social host ordinance. Also, | thank
Councilmembers for your questions and the amendments that were analyzed.

Today's I'm testifying to request that the Council reconsider, under 9.40.020
Definitions, under definitions of "Gathering". Right now, it states "Gathering™ means a
group of ten or more persons". | would like you to reconsider changing it back to two
or more. With a larger party size, it really weakens the enforceability of the bill and
makes it much more difficult for the police to utilize effectively.

The other, the other request has to do with exemption in Section 9.40.030. It would be
a lot simpler if you referenced the State HRS exemption under the criminal social host
ordinance, rather than list them out entirely. We believe a simple language in our
ordinance protects the ordinance from require, requiring amending if the State HRS is
ever changed.

This ordinance has been in the works for nearly four years. And | am ready to do a
happy dance to protect our youth, keeping them safe and healthy. This ordinance is,
this ordinance as a deterrent, may hope that house parties and underage drinking
parents, underage drinking, parents, and minors will more thoughtful and an
environmental change will happen. | continue to be passionate for our youth.

Thank you for your consideration of this social host ordinance. Merry Christmas and
a merrier 2021. Thank you.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Jan. And we do have a question for you from Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Aloha, Jan. Good to see you. And thank you for letting us, | had
no idea . . . worked on for four years, so that was good to hear, and that you're involved
init. But I just wanted to ask if you could send in your written testimony, because you
had some suggestions that, that | thought were very pertinent. So, if we could get
those in writing to the Council, that would be great.

MS. SHISHIDO: Okay. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Mahalo. And Mele Kalikimaka to you too.

MS. SHISHIDO: You too. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Any more questions? Okay. Thank you, Jan. Good seeing you.
Madam Clerk.

MS. SHISHIDO: Thank you.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, our next testifier is Ms. Jeny Bissell. And Ms. Bissell will be followed
by Mr. Rick Collins.

MS. JENY BISSELL (testifying on Committee Report 20-162):

Aloha and mabuhay, everyone. Mele Kalikimaka.
(Spoke in Filipino.)

First of all, Madam Chair, Yukran [sic] and Happy Holidays to everybody, as well as
Councilmember Riki Hokama. Mr. Hokama, thank you. Thank you so much. Mahalo
maraming salamat po . . . for caring our fellow Kababayans on the island of Lanai, as
well as throughout Hawaii. So, mahalo. Thank you so much. And thank you so much
for all of the compassion, and kindness, and caring, and making us responsible all this
year. So, best wishes to you, Mr. Hokama.

I am testifying the agenda item CR 20-162, the social host ordinance, specifically
following Jan's advocacy to please reconsider the definition. And consi, reconsider the
gathering and limit it to two or more, two or, two or more and not ten, to make it more
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feasible for enforcement. It's the same thing with contact tracing, the less number, the
better, the easier in terms of enforcement. So, if you could please consider that.

The other one is the, the exemption in terms of if you can just simply state, make
simple, simply state the, the State HRS exemption rather than listing just to make it
clearer and so that it's not confusing to, to everyone. So, thank you so much. | know
that all of you have worked so hard, countless hours for this. And we really, really
appreciate each one, each and every one of you for working so hard, especially,
especially this year. So, again, | thank you so much.

My name is Jeny Bissell. 1 am an RN for the Department of Health for 30 years. | am,
also, | serve in various community, I'm a strong advocate to the youth. That is my line
of work, is taking care of the youth and the families in, in Maui County. And it's been
such a pleasure doing that over the last 30 years. | am South Maui resident. And
again, thank you so much, everyone. And have a wonderful, wonderful Merry
Christmas and Happy Holidays to each and every one of you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. And same to you, Jeny. Appreciate your testimony. Are there any
questions, Members? If not, thank you for coming.

Madam Clerk.
COUNTY CLERK: Chair, our next testifier is Mr. Rick Collins. Mr. Collins will be followed by

caller registered as Cassandra.

MR. RICK COLLINS, MAUI COALITION FOR DRUG-FREE YOUTH (testifying on Committee
Report 20-162:

Good morning, Councilmembers. And Happy Holidays to you all. And again, congrats
to Mr. Hokama, for all your service and really do wish you well. I'm sure we'll see you
again. They say, they say good people never really retire, so I'm, I'm assuming you're
going to be one of those.

So, my name is Rick Collins and I'm a resident of Pukalani. I'm also a father of two
young children. And I'm the Director for the Maui Coalition for Drug-Free Youth and
I'm here to testify on item CR 20-162.

On behalf of the Coalition, we really do thank you for hearing the social host ordinance
again this morning. While we're close to crafting an effective ordinance that follows
best practice, there are two sections that must be revised if we are to have a strong
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ordinance that creates deterrence and reduces underage drinking and the associated
harms to our young people.

Our first recommendation is to revise this definition of "Gathering" that the other two
testifiers have talked about, back to a size of two or more persons. Since last week's
GET meeting, we have been busy collecting and reviewing ordinances from across the
country. We found 26 social host ordinances from seven different States. And we
looked through each ordinance to determine how other communities define gathering.
Of the 26 ordinances, the lowest gathering size was one or more persons. The highest
gathering size was three or more persons. And the vast majority of them were two or
more persons.

Why is this so important for it to be two or more persons? Two main reasons. One,
it's critical in creating strong deterrence. It needs to be easily enforceable when law
enforcement show up to the scene. And the community must know that it can and will
be enforced if there's underage drinking occurring at a residence. Second, as it's
currently written, we appear to be condoning underage drinking of gatherings under
ten people. How do we justify that it's okay for nine people to drink at a house party,
underage youth to drink at a house party? This is an unacceptable message to send
to our community. The goal of this ordinance is to protect every youth from the
devastating harms of alcohol, period.

We request that you make a motion on the, on the floor to revise the definition of
"Gathering" back to two or more persons. It will provide protections for every single
youth and will send a clear message to our community that underage drinking is never
safe.

Our second recommendation is to revise exemptions in Sections 9.40.030, letter "C.",
and that's on the exemptions, specifically around exemptions 3, 4, and 5, and | can
send this in my testimony. And our request would be that you either simply revert back
to the original language dated 11-25-20. And reason, or, or to strike exemptions 3, 4,
and 5. And the reason for this is because two, two real reasons. One, if you spelled
them all out, anytime there might be an HRS change, you . . . And the second reason
is because--

CHAIR LEE: Rick. Rick could you--
MR. COLLINS: Yea.

CHAIR LEE: Rick, could you please conclude your testimony? Thank you.
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MR. COLLINS: Yes. So, thank you. Thank you for your support of these, these proposed
changes. And | will send my written testimony for the details of those. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you very much.

Mr. Hokama, do you have a question? No?
COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: No questions for the gentleman.
CHAIR LEE: Okay. Vice-Chair. Vice-Chair, you have a question?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: | do. Mahalo, Chair. Mahalo, Mr. Collins. Mahalo
for your testimony. So, in the presentations that we received in Committee, it is, it not
correct that what you told us about the studies and your research here is about large
gatherings? And, and that's what the intention of the bill was to prevent is--

MR. COLLINS: Yes.
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: --large gatherings?

MR. COLLINS: | think we, we have to correct ourselves a little bit in, in saying and clarify that
large gatherings are the most dangerous gatherings that we know that occur. But this,
we really want this to have stronger deterrence, and for that to happen, we want the
police to be able to easily enforce this when they show up at the scene. And, and we
want all underage drinking parties where the police are called out for service for this
ordinance to impact that to protect our kids.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Mr. Collins. And there's already existing law
that make underage drinking illegal.

MR. COLLINS: Yes. There is, there is underage drinking laws that make it illegal. The
problem is that the current State law has too high of a burden of proof that it's really
hard and nearly impossible for law enforcement to show up at a scene and hold a
homeowner . . . for the, for the party. So, that's the, that's the reason for this ordinance.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Mr. Collins. Mahalo, Chair.
CHAIR LEE: Ms. King
COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you, Chair. And thanks for being here, Rick. Actually, |

was just going to ask Madam Chair, if there's no objections, if we could ask Mr. Collins
to be a resource when we get to this item on the agenda?
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CHAIR LEE: Mr. Collins, are you, would you be available to be a resource?
MR. COLLINS: | might have a toddler next to me. But yes, | will be available.
COUNCILMEMBER KING: That's okay.
CHAIR LEE: Are there any objections, Members?
MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.
COUNCILMEMBER KING: We're good with toddlers.
MR. COLLINS: Okay. You think you are. We'll see.
COUNCILMEMBER KING: We're doing this to protect the kids, so, you know.
MR. COLLINS: There you go. There you go.
CHAIR LEE: Okay. So, ordered. So, Rick, please stand by when we bring this up again.
MR. COLLINS: Sure, I'd be happy to.
CHAIR LEE: Are there any other questions?

If not, Madam Clerk, may we have the next testifier please?

COUNTY CLERK: Our next testifier is Cassandra. And Cassandra will be followed by Ethan
Baysa.

MS. CASSANDRA ABDUL, NA HALE O MAUI (testifying on County Communication
No. 20-609):

Gooed morning.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning.

MS. ABDUL: This is Cassandra Abdul with Na Hale O Maui. I'm executive director. And |
wanted to say, Riki, we're going to miss your smiling face at the Council. And | wish
you absolutely the best. It really has been a pleasure to work with you. Your mana’o
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is incredible. You have really helped our organization. And you just really demonstrate
great leadership and | thank you very much. Enjoy your retirement.

Okay. | am testifying today on 20-609, that has to do with the proposal to approve the
acquisition of real property at the Kahoma Residential Subdivision, buying back from
an existing owner. The property is deed restricted. | think that the County's decision
to buyback the property is prudent. If they do not do this, a deed restricted house for
10 years will go to market at less than three years. The homeowner will be able to sell
it at the retail market price and realize a, basically a windful profit, the difference
between their purchase price and the market rate.

By buying this back, we preserve the affordability on the house. The next step of
granting this in-kind to Na Hale O Maui means that it won't be affordable for just another
seven years; it will be affordable in perpetuity. We've had the wonderful opportunity
with the County to have two other homes that came to us in in-kind grants that have
been sold to incoming qualified families here in Maui County. And the funds from those
homes have been recycled into additional affordable homes.

Rather than taking the time to go over what you've heard me tell you many times
before, I'd like to share with you some testimony that came in from two homeowners.
One who was able to buy one of these in-kind homes. And these homeowners believe
so much in our mission, that they have become directors on our board of directors. We
have one-third of our directors as homeowners to make sure that we keep their best
interest in mind as a nonprofit organization.

So, the first testimony comes from Lavy Sisouvong. His family was able to buy the in-
kind grant from the County. And he says, "l grew up here on Maui, married with three
children, and a dog. | am an air conditioning technician. And one of my dreams is to
live in a house that | own with my family. And through Na Hale O Maui, that dream
came true. My family and | have been on the waiting list for four years before we
became owners. The program helped us get ready to own a home. |, it helped us get
financially prepared, even through these tough times. This is the reason | support
Na Hale O Maui's request for in-kind grant homes."

CHAIR LEE: Cassandra. Cassandra.
MS. ABDUL: Yes.
CHAIR LEE: We're going to need you to--

MS. ABDUL: I realize.
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CHAIR LEE: --summarize and conclude in one minute please.

MS. ABDUL: Right. Absolutely. Both of our homeowners have asked that you support and
approve the CC 20-609 so that another family here in Maui County can have a truly
affordable home that will stay that way in perpetuity. And | thank you very much for
your time.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions, Members?

Yes, Ms., Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo Chair. Since this is an item that | will be
planning to take action on today on the floor, Ms. Abdul, are you available to stay on
as a resource?

MS. ABDUL: Yes. Absolutely.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair, | do have questions for our testifier, but since
Ms. Abdul will be able to stay on as a resource, I'll save my questions for when the
item comes up if, if there aren't any objections?

CHAIR LEE: Any objections, Members?

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Any objections not only to the questions, but to having Ms. Abdul as the,
as a resource person when the item comes up?

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.
CHAIR LEE: Okay, no objections. So, ordered. Thank you, Ms.--
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo.
CHAIR LEE: Ms. Abdul. Please stay on the call.
Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Our next testifier is Ethan Baysa. And Ethan will be followed by Luke
Berrigan.






